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CONGRESSIONAL.
DEFERRED DEBATE.

MONDAY, DECEMBER rj, isjj

BUNATK.
TIIB COMPROMISE MIUSURKS

Tht Senate resumed ilie consideration of the specialorder, being the resolution submitted by Mr Kuotc, as
amended on the motion of Mr Badueh. declaring the
compromise measure# a definitive settlement of the ques¬
tions growing out of the subject of slavery.

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, for several days pastI have hoped this resolution could be disposed of I
have evinced but little anxiety to |>arlicipate in this de
bate, though I fiave thought much in relation to the dis
position which is to be made of the resolution which is
now before us. 1 must confess that it was a matter of
astonishment when I first inet with it in this body. I
hail expected nothing of the kind. The general aspect ofaffairs throughout the country seemed to be of the mostfavorable character towards the harmonious adjustmentof the difficulties which have excited the community, audI had hoped that they would have been permitted to have
taken their natural course, and that ihegood wit.se of the
American people would have regulated these matters
without the interposition of any deliberative or legisla¬tive body. The contrary, however, has been the case,and it devolves upon me as a member, not only of this
body, but of the democratic party, to declare my objec¬tions to it.

1 may say that I occupy no equivocal position in relation
to the matter of the Compromise, for 1 believe the records of
the Senate will prove that I am the ouly senator now
upon this floor that voted for every measure of the Com¬
promise. An honorable senator from Pennsylvania (Mr
Sturgeon] also voted for all the provisions of the Com¬
promise, but he is no longer a member of this body.This being my position, I feel at liberty to acquit myselfof mil embarrassment, and to proceed to the investigationof this subjcct.1 hope without incurring the suspicionof any design to conceal or smooth over any portion of
my conduct. 1 desire, sir, to have no broader platforms
thau those now existing and maintained by the two par¬
ties of this country, I understand that the democratic
party is tolerant in its principles; that they are not pro-
scriptive; that they are not for applying (he Procrustean
lulu to every member of the party. Harmonious as theygenerally are, some gentlemen of the same party differ
essentially upon the subject of internal improvements.
That has been evinced on former occasions here, within
my lecollection, and 1 believe it exteuds much further
back than my familiarity with the proceedings of this
body. And uot only that.for 1 have heard discussions
here by the members of the same |>olitica.l party on the
tariff, in regard to which there was a wide difference of
opinion; yet it was not a ground for proscribing the
members of the party, or excluding them from participa¬ting in all the rights pertaining to it.

lhi* being my view of the principles of the party, I
am perfectly willing that the platform upon which we
have heretofore acted should remain as it now is,and has
been recognised. If gentlemen have departed from the prin¬
ciples of the democratic faith, and tlicy choose to return
to the same platform, I know no objection to their doing
so. They have a right to return at any lime they please,
and the mere concurrence with a paper resolution, un¬
less they feel it here, [ln>ing his hand upon his heart,]
will never constrain them lo coupe rate with the party iri
good faith. 1 have this to say lo gentlemen who are te¬
nacious on this subject, .' Show me your faith without
your woiks, and I will show you my faith by my works "

When this rule is applied I can see no difficulty in the
way of concurrency of opinion and action in the demo¬
cratic party. Moreover, 1 object most e»|>ecially to the
action ol tlrs body upon (he subject of political plat¬
forms. I understand that (he business of lha Senate of
(be United States.at least I so regard my own duty.islegislative employment, und not let construct political
puty fabrics for the people. I would deler to the pres¬
sure froin without, but 1 should not expect to benefit the
community by radiating from this |»oint influences of
opinions that saror too much of centialism. Centralism
is the danger against which (he States have (o guard;
and if our legislation has (his tendency, as has been
complained of.I do not say it lias.but if such dangers
are to be apprehended from legislative actum, ate they
not much more to be dreaded by convert ng the Senate of
the United States into a political machine > I never will
agree to this, sir. 1 will never exercise a function in
this body that is not dearly delegated by the relation,
which I bear (o my constituency, and lor which I was
sent here

It is a pnnciple which is oithodox, and essential (o (he
democratic parly, that (be citizen, in a republic, is to
delegate no |>ower that be rati conveniently exercise him-
self; and the powers which he cannot son venienlly ex-
ercise he delegates to his representative, who is to per-
form the functions for him. If 1 am correct in this,
whenever the powers delegated are diverted from the ob¬
jects to which they ought lo be directed, it is an applica¬
tion of them which is foreign to tbe rights of the people
and theiefore I will never exercise any power which I
may have in this body towards creating sentiment at
home, when I ought, in i<i*lice, to derive (hat sentiment
from my constituency. We have seen the effect of il in

days gone by I do not say it for the purpose of awaken¬
ing any feelings or reminiscences thai wouM be unpleas¬
ant ; but is it not within the recollection of members of
this body, that opinions which were sent from here to
the several States throughout the South had a |>owerful
influence in producing (he excitement which existed in the
country.' I was opposed to all this, because I deemed
that the people throughout this Union were sufficiently
intelligent lo apprecia'.e their true condition, and that if
there was a necessity for correcting evils tha( might grow
up id the country, tbey would have an ample opportunity
at (he ballot-box for exercising their powers in correcting
them. The»e sre iny op'nions in relation (o (his matter
If (he democratic platform and (he whig platform are not
broad enough for all lo occupy, le( the |>ei>ple put on any
additional plank which they deem needful. We km*
not but that we<- by enlarging, may induce an accession
loo great for the platform to bear, and it may break asun¬
der.

Resolution* similar lo the one under consideration were

introduced into a caucus of the democratic member* of the
other house, and met with little favor ttiere : some fifty l<>
thirty rejected it. It was not introduced into a caucus of
senators, or I presume it would have met with a* littla
favor But it ha* found it* way into thia body; for what
purpose For the parpoae of benefiting a party that was

acting) I believe, harmonioualy. Some difference* of,
opinion existed, aa is alway* the rase, and always will
He; but how easy would it have been within a short time
for all these asperities of feeling to have worn out, and
enabled the membera of each party to art harmoniously
Mr FOOTK Does the senator intend to intimate that

1 had any party purpose id view in introducing this reso¬
lution '

Mr. HOUSTON' I rannot believe that the senator hail,
and would be sorry to believe that there was any indi
Tidual purpose in it. But certainly it was nut an emana
Uon of pany. and the gentleman has the privilege of dis
posing of it in a manner suitable to himself.
Mr. FOOTE I did not introduce it as a party man.

Mr. HOUSTON. I have witnessed with concern the
proceedings of this body for some daya past. I have
been silent ; for if no older person than myself were

present, there were senator* here who are more familiar
with ths proceedings of the body than I am, and lo them
I deferred the duty and privilege of regulating the con
duct of senaiors, if it was not in accordance with the
practice of ths body, and I looked, moreover, to an enlight-
eoed President r or myself, having occupied no great
portion of the time of this body, I shall claim the privi¬
lege of proceeding without interruption, unless for the
purpose of correction of some mi** a!rment which I may
make in the pr<gres* of my speech. My disposition is
never to provoke interruption or produce annoyance lo
honorable members of tins body, and I cansoi suspect
that any one would have the design of annoying me;
but every tenator must be aware that such things must
be unpleasant, if not discourteous

I should think. Mr. President, according to the rule
which I have laid down, that if we were to pass resolution*
in this body, or if joint resolutions were pawed by Con¬
gress, prescribing ihe faith of either party, or what their
principles should be, every one who did not coine
within the exact measure prescribed would be reproach¬
fully treated, or at least ariayed at the tribunal of parly,
not where he would have a hearing, because he would
be excluded. He would not have the privilege of a hear
mg. 8ir, I am lor leaving to every gentleman's own can-
science, and to the high motive of love of country and
patriotism, to determine wiih which party he will act,
and how far he will act with it If the representative
of a party is brought forward, and that representative is

sustained, though not ngreeing in opinion with all of
those who elected him, I should »»y that he wa« entitled
lo its consideration, anil thsl lie ehonld be received by Ihe
member* of that p*ttyf because as long us a man re
mains within it he is bound by its general principle*.

It is the boast of the democratic parly, I believe, that
it is the tfne conservative party of the country, though,

at llie tame time, it m the boost of eveiy political pailyI will uot deprive either ol them of the aiict ilile awu
ranee. Bui, air, if the democratic |>arly is truly cvntterva<
live, 1 think the platform upon which it now stands iswide enough, broad enough, to embrace the whole Uiiiou.If it is not, 1 am not a member of it. 1 know that I havebeeu arraigned for having been loo latiiudinous in myfetlings; but 1 mutt confess that my country seems uot
loo large to love, to cherish, and support. Then, sir, ifthe object of the party is conservatism, and to preservewhat we believe the true constitutional principles of the
government, whoever loves and supports that constitutionstrictly is my fellow. 1 know how the constitution wasformed. It waa by concessions made by the several
States, or by grants of certain powers that were to remain
in the federal government; but these delegated functions
were to be exercised by it for the benefit of the whole
So far the federal government has rich Is, but no futlher.
The Slates weie free, sovereign, and independent, until
these concessions were made. The federal governmentbecame the repository of delegated powers, and there theyremain for the benefit of the several States. The States,in the full enjoyment of the powers reserved, ate inde¬
pendent within their sphere, anil subject to no control
from the federal government. These are my opinions,and I believe they agiee with the democratic laith. Inci¬
dentally, various subjects have arisen in this body siuce I
have been a member of it, and u|h>ii all these 1 nave re¬
corded my opinions. I know they have been at variance,
on some occasion*, with my paity.or rather the partywith which I act.1 will not call it mine; 1 belong to it.
Aa seme of them have been incidentally adverted to, I feel
bound to take up more time in some explanatory remarks
in regard to my course than 1 should otherwise have anydisjiosition to do.
One thing I must he permitted to say. On this Com-
romise, which ap|>ears to be again brought into this
ody, and the several measures of which have produceddivisions in the democratic party, 1 acted, to be sure, with

the majority; but because gentlemen of the same politi¬cal party differed with me 1 am not their censor, nor
have 1 any right to judge them beyond the exercise of my
own power, or to impute to them motives unworthy of
senators. I have never done this, and I claim exemptiononly from charges of this character.

I had hoped ttiat the agitation on this question was fast
dying away; and it might ere this have been forgotten,had it not been for the introduction of this unfortunate
resolution, which has renewed all the agitation of former
times, and produced crimination and lecrimination, and
scenes not less violent in '.heir character than those ex¬
hibited upon the adoption of the Compromise itself. It is
unfortunate; and if in the inception of a resolution of
this kind such are the fruits, and if such they are in a
green tiee, what must they lie in a dry » I apprehendthat no earthly good can grow out of the adoption of the
resolution. The usurpation of the people's rights will be
manliest. If a modification is to take place in the demo¬
cratic platform, let it lake [dace in a convention of the
delegates of the people sent there for a political purpose,
not for the purpose of legislation, but tor the formation
of certain creeds and imbodiinents of opinions, by which
the party is to be regulated in its action. That is where
I wish to see such action lake place. But further than
this I am not prepared to go. I am not disposed to set
myself up here to dictate what the peculiar political
faith of my constituents shall be, or to unite in saying
wliai the faith and opinion of the w hole party throughout
the United Stales shall be. But I am willing to vote in
thu passage of laws that shall extend throughout (tie
whole Union, and tiie infractions of which shall incur
penalties. 1 am not competent to pcrlorin the former
tasks, nor do i think they are designed tor me to do.
As the Sla'e to which I belong has been alluded to

in this body in relation lo the compromise measures, I
will detain the Senate while 1 utter a few words on lhat
subject. The Compromise, sir, was the work of able,
patriotic, and renowned statesmen. Some of thein are
no longer in this body. It is with regret, Mr. President,
that 1 witness the absence of one who bore an importantand a conspicuous part in the accomplishment of that
Compromise I allude to the venerable senator from
Kentucky, [Mr. Clay.] who is detained from tliischuin-
ber by sickness, with which he is deeply afflicted I
trust he will again resume his place in the Senate. The
wisdom of his counsels, llie brilliancy of his genius, the
strength of his will, and the patriotism of bis heart,
never shone blighter than during their manifestation in
this body in the achievement of that Compromise but
my Stale has been arraigned by a portion of this Union,
and of the democratic |>arty, loo, for making a disposi¬
tion of a portion of her territory to the detriment of
southern interests, nud that I felt. It was not that she
was dikj>osed lo abridge or impair any of the rights of the
South. Texas, no doubt, had a right to dis|>ose of it
Dii uot Georgia dispose ol her territory to the federal
government .' L>id she not sell enough lo make the
Slates of Alabama and Mississippi f And have any
complaints been made against her for it f And had
Texas, who came into this Union as free and independ¬
ent as Ceorgia did, no right to dis|>ose of her domain to
the lede/al governmentShe did it, sir ; and I have this
to remark, that had it been any obstacle to the compro¬
mise of the jarring interests of this country, and to their
reconcilement, i would have been willing that every foot
of the leintory which she claimed should become a lake
of fire and brimstone, rather than it ihould have thrown
an impediment in the way of the peace and harmony of
the Union.

I voted al*o for the admission of California I did it
upon the acknowledged and avowed principle of the
South " Let us alone i let the people regulate their mu¬
nicipal and domestic institutions ; let them alone " And
1 put it to the candor of honorable senators from the
South, no mailer how ardent their feeling* tnay have
been, whether, if California had made applicaiion for
admission into the Union, with a constitution declaring
that slavery should cmst, they would not have disre¬
garded all the irregularities winch may have heen con¬
nected with it, and readily have voted for her admission
as a slave Stale The same rule which would induce rne
to vote for it in one situation would constrain me to do
it in another. I did it. What advantage would have
resulted from a delay .' Was there any ho|>e for a change
of her institutions? Was thwe any probability of it '

No. She came in and whatever reproaches are attached
to the vole I gave, I denve my consolation from the gen¬
eral prosperity and happiness ol my country.

Allusion has alao been made, 1 lielieve, to the
vote I gave on Ihe organization of the Oregon
Territory, containing the Wilmot proviso Upon
that sutject, Mr. President. I feel myself lully
sustained I voted for the Missouri-compromise line
Upon the admission or organization of Oregon that
Missouri-compromise line whs repudiated by the South,
and I was the only clearly southern senator that voted
for that admission I voted in harmony with the Mis-
aouri-compromise line I based my vote upon that ground,
and in tin* Senate it will he remembered what my
declarations and sentiments were. To sustain myself upon
that, f will bring forward a portion of a speech which
wai made at that time It was by the distinguished
senator from South Carolina, no longeron earth, [Mr
Calhoun] Purine Ihe debate in relation lo the territo¬
rial government of Oregon, he said
" A'tcr an arduous struggle of more than a year an the

question whethor Missouri >1)111111 como into the Union,
wnii or without restrictions prohibiting slavery, a nompro
mile lina ws« adopted between ilie North and the South:
Ijiii it w*« done under eirrumsianae* which inaile il niwriw

obligatory ofi the latter li i> Hue il was moved by one of
her distinguished citizens, (Mr Otsv,] but it l« equally so

tbsl it was carried liy ilie almost united vote ol the North
against tlt« almost united vote ol die South, sod was ihus
imposed on iho latter by superior numbers,In opposition to
her strenuous elforn The South has never given her sanc¬
tion to it, or assented to the |*iwfr it aiserted She was

voted down, and has 'imply ar-juir«r«vl in an arrangement
which "he has not hsd the power 'o reverse, an<fwhich
she could not attempt to do without disturbing the peace
and harmnny of iIih Union.to which she has ever been
¦dver«e Acting <>n this principle, aba permitted the Tar
ritory ol Iowa lo he lormo'l ami the .State to lie admitted
Into the Union, under the compromise, without objection ;
and that In now quoted by the senator from New York to

prove her surrender of the power she claims lor Congress "

Although no Slate in the Union and no assemblies had
become adverse lo thia, yet it api>eara tftat it was taken
for granted that it was unwelcome lo the South, and
therefore it waa repudiated. Hut in going on further, to
ahow the extent of that gentleman's dislike to it. and an

expreaaion doubtless thai influenced materially the action
of the southern senators, he proceeds to say:
" Now, let me say, senstors, If our Union and system

of government are doomed to pernh, and we to share the
fate ol so many great people who have gone before us,
the historisn who, in soma future day, may record the
events lei ding to no calamitous a result, will devote hi'
first chapter lo the ordinance ol 17.S7, as lauded as it t« and
its authors have been, as the flrsl in iliat serins which led lo
it. His ne*t chapter will be devoted to tlin Missouri Com¬
promise, snd the neit tj the present agitation Whether
iheie will l»e another beyond t know noi. It will depra on

whst we may do "

Hera was a formal repudiation of the Mia*0Uri-C0m-
promise line, upon the principle »t which Tens* had been
brought into Ihe Union, and by which one third of her
territorial limit* had heen cut otf lo free soil. A* Te*as
did come into the Union tipon that line, I felt warranted

and instructed by the Tutu people to vote for the Mis¬
souri Cotnpioiiime when a bill 1of* terriloi iu.1 govern
ment came up and 1 did it.

Ill aiding ihe production of thia ComproiniM!, or in ita
eflectuation, i found it necessary, m juaiitication of wy-
imjIf, and in the urgency I felt tor its suceean, to uriake
some lewurkft f will tead some extracts from the debate
which took place. In a speech upon Mr Clay's retolu-
lions, and when it wan pretty well ascertained they would
not pass, on the Mth of Kebiuary, 1m50, 1 made tUe fol¬
lowing remarks:
"Bui 1 call upon the friends of ttie Union from every

quaiier to oonin lorward like men, and tu sai cihee iti< u
ditlerenoea upon tbe common altar of their country'*noon,
and to (orin a bulwark around the constitution iti.it cannot
be shaken. ]i will rnjuire manly efforts, sir, and they must
expect to meet with imjudlces Rowing up around tliam
lliut will aisail them from every quarter Toey inu.t Hand
firm to the Union, regardless of nil personal consequences.
Tune alone can recompense them lor their sacutlue and
their labors ; lor devotion to country can never be forgotten
when it ia offered freely and without eipectation ol re¬
ward. The incense of self-sacri Aoe, when thus offered on
the altar ol their country, will bo acceptable to the people1 have no doubt tliut this question tiiikhl be easily adjusted,
it gentlemen would encourage such disposition and feeling
as doubtless actuate a laigu portion, if not all, of this body,
if they would come up to the work 1 have no doubt sin
senators heie could be designated, without reference to

party, (you may, if you please, disregard the section ol
country Irom which they coine,) who would act as a com¬
mittee ol conference, ami sit down together as wayfaring
men, and produce satisfactory reconciliation, thereby dif¬
fusing universal peace, and calming the agitated waves th.it
are lashing at ihe base ol our Qapuol, and speak cotnloil
and solace to in ill ions of freemen.
" l> > not the American people love this Union 1 Are

tbey not devoted to it 1 Is not every reminiscence ol the
past associate^ with its glories, and are they not calculated
to inspire prayers for its prosperity and perpetuity 1 II tins
weie not the case, you might think lightly ol our noLle
confederacy; but so it ||.a stands connected with every
fibie of the national lieait, and is interwoven with uveiy
glorious recollection of the past, which affection or rever¬
ence can iiispnu in the minds of the AmericnA people. It
is not, Mr. President, that twenty-three millions ol souls
are involved in the perpetuity of this Union ; it is not that
every consideration of happiness connected with country
appertains to it ; but it is because it is the grest moral, so¬

cial, and political lever, that has moved, is moving, und
will continue to move the world. Look abroad at loreign
nations, and behold the influence of our example upon
them.not ours, lor 1 feel a sense of humiliation when 1
contrast the efforts of any man now living with tliu illustri¬
ous achievements of the departed sages and heroes who
performed thia mighty work "

These were the remark* which [ made in that speech.
In the progress cf it, the honorable senator from Missis¬
sippi, supposing thai 1 alluded to the convention which
had assembled in Mississippi, interposed and said
"Mr. Foote. Does iny friend from Texas wish to be un¬

derstood as undertukti'K to decry or censure the State of
Mississippi lor having originated this convention V*
The reply was:
41 Mr Houston. The last tiling in the world "

I again proceeded with my remarks* when the honora¬
ble senator from Mississippi interposed :

"Mr Foots I hope my friend will pardon me for ask¬
ing of him an additional explanation 1 trust he did not
intend to insinuate asu matter ol opinion,, anil less to make
the statement as a matter of f.«ct, derived from any authoi-
ity, that the sovereign S ate of Mississippi, in the incipient
movement towards the Nashville Convention, for which
she is responsible, was instigated by .South Carotins,or her
statesmen ; or that she acted otherwise than upon her own
unbiased judgment, without instigation from nny quarter
1 know thai what tie has said will be understood as intiina
ting, at least, that this conventional movement of ours wui
stimulated by South Caroline, and was tbe result of concert
between cerium Sntth Carolina politicians and certain
politicians in Mississippi, with a view of having that
movement originate in the State of Mississippi instead of
8outH Carolina, in order to avoid any odium that might
thereby arise 1 am sure he did not intend to be so un¬
derstood, and yet he will be if he does not correct his re¬
marks.*'
My reply wait
"Mr. Houston I can a^uie the honorable senator that

this ia a very ilelictue and complicated question. But I
believe that il South Carolina never hid existed, and if it
had not been for her disposition and the movement which
bewail there, Mississippi would never have thought ol it "

Again, the gentleman said :

have nothing to say Hut in addition I wmh imigr tint it
tile honorable senator from Texas supposes that there is h

. iiikI" ftian of intelligence and diameter in i!»o .Slate ol
Mississippi who recognises any human being as hu loader,
his political leader, 01 aa his master, by whom and to
whom he 11 to be held responsible, h« has grossly mis

judged the people. I had hopt'd tbat the demeanor of those
who represent Mississippi here and elsewhere, would have
afforded sitislactory evidence to that senator and to all
men, that, highly as we reverence character, hub intellect,
purity of heart, and spotlessness ol reputation, there Is no
man who represents the Stale of Mississippi in the halls ol
Congress at the present time, who recognises any human
being in the woild as his leader or con'roller, or as entitled
to have any undue influence over his mind or conduct .at
any rate I speak for myself.and I hope the senator will un¬
derstand me wlirn I say, I recognlsc no leader ou the face
of the globe "

Mr. FOOTE. I must explain my connexion wiih a

matter which is more or less connccied wiih myself, and
which, if linexplained, may subject trie lo misapprehen¬
sion It will lie seen thai, in a ".pert h w liit h I made here
a few days ago, 1 did stale, what I now know to he true,
that Mr. Calhoun, during his life, with the purest inten¬
tions, with no disposition lo lead or control our State, had
a pretty extensive correspondence with persons there.
This is a fact which I did not know at the time 1 deliv¬
ered the speech which has been read by the honorable
senator. The trnth is, that 1 never heard, until recently,
of the letter which I read the other day of Mr. Calhoun
to a fellow-citizen of n\ine.Mr. Taroley I was sur¬

prised when I found that such a teller hail been written.
In the course of last year.and 1 say it without intending
to cast any imputation anywhere- I ascertained, by va¬

rious evidences, that several gentlemen in iny own Stale
had been corresponded with by the distinguished senator
from South Carolina.now no more.on this subject
The letters that I have seen, according geaetally with
this one, satisfied my mind that the modxu opti andi of
tbe convention was more or less matked out by Ins great
intellect At the tune I made the remarks which have
been read, I did not believe that any human being in Ihe
world had received a letter from Mr Calhoun on the sub¬
ject, except one which I myself received, and which has
been published long since 1 must say that a gentleman,
a friend of mine in the Slate of Mississippi, well known
to my colleague, who was a partner of mine in the prac¬
tice of Ihe law, and for many years an intimate ftiend,
(but from whom I am now very painfully separated by
existing questions.) wrote tne a letter early in Ihe summer

before last, desiring me to correspond with various distin¬
guished southern statesmen, including Mr. Calhoun, for
the purpose of ascertaining what their opinions were as to

the action which was to be considered in the Slate of Mis
sissippi in Ihe event of s convention being called. I was

then in the Stale of Virginia, in my native county, and I
undertook lo hold a correspondence with various parsons
on this subject. If there was any intrusion on this delicate
mailer on the part of anybody, I was Ihe intruder I
wrote to the lale senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Cxi.-
hoiin :] I wrote to the honsrable senator from Virginia,
[Mr HuNTtR.l who wrote me a very patriotic and in¬

teresting letter, which never baa been published, but
which, if published, would evince the correctness of Ihe

opinion which 1 have al ways entertained of bitn.which
would prove lhat lie is a sound statesman and an upright
patriot. Neither of their letters indicated disunion, or in¬

timated the necessity of a change in the constitution, or

certainly ( would not have been the medium through
which their communications were introduced to the i>eo-
ple in my own Stale When this matter came up to-day
the senator from Texas pursued a line of remark at which
I was somewhat galled, I confess, as one of the senators
trom Mississippi I refer to his insinuation thai lhat
State was controlled by certain persons in South Carolina.
I did not know then that letters had been addressed to any
member of tbe convention, except to Judge Sharkey. So
far as I knew.no other members of the convention re-

reived any communication from bun believe that
another letter addressed to me by Mr. Calhoun was pretly
freely ciretilated .f was so informed, at least. I make
this statement lo throw some light on my course in regard
to this matter I still say that the Stale of Mississippi
wss not dictated to.was not led or controlled, and that
no attempt was made lo lead or control it, so far as I
know. Vet, through me a correspondence took place,
which, no doubt, resulted in the adoption of a certain
course of proceeding by lhat State, as I now believe I
am much indebted to the gentleman for allowing me this
opportunity to explain
Mr HOUSTON. I wish to put myself right in rela¬

tion lo ihe views I then entertained upon the subject
Certainly I did not know officially or reputedly thai any
inleiteren e bad taken plate in reference to this matter,
bill I believe,I, from ihe indications which afterwards
surrounded me. that something of the kind tnusl have
been done And when I alluded to it, it was without in¬

formation further than that which results from analogy to

other thing*. I find that the honorable senator from Mis¬
sissippi, the other day, declared as follow#:

*'I have heretofore mentioned in this btxly that it wat

through nib in the first instance that Mr. Calhoun succeed¬
ed ui instigating (ho incipient movements in Mississippiwhich led lo the calling of the Nashville convention. I re¬
peat ihal statement now. and insist that my feilow-citizeus
ol Mississippi, who had been thus ittduued to assume the
lesnousibifity ol calling the tfeneial convoniion into being,had a right to expect the earliest i ilormation to he given to
tbem ot any contemplated depaiture Iroui the original planof operation."
This merely corroborate*! what I then staled. It es¬

tablishes it beyond all controversy. It will be remem¬
bered that in 1517 I was denounced for voting (or the
Missouri compromise line. In October, 18^), the Missis¬
sippi convention occurred, and the Nashville convention
grew out of it. At the adjourned meeting of the Nasli-
ville convention the ultimatum laid down by that body
was that very identical line which had been repudiated
by the whole South. That line they'made the ultimatum
tor all difficulties then exiting. Their motto wan

"Thirty-six thirty or fight." 1 had been denounced for
supporting and voting for that line, and the whole South
bad repudiated it. In lb50 the Nashville convention laid
it down 4s the only giound ol compromise that could be
acceded to bv the South. 1 only wish to show the con¬
nivency with which I adhered lo it until it was repudia¬
ted Kven afterwards, when the Compromise was brought
up, . introduced a resolution for the purpose of asserting
the claim of the South to extending the line of li6 deg. 30
mm. to the 1'acilic. That is what I wish to do. Certain
gentlemen did not seem to consider inu so ultra when I
voted for the Missouri Compromise in favor of the South,
as when 1 voted lor it when it lavored the North. I voted
(or it upon principle. But after I did vote for it, it was
repudiated by the South, and thus rendered void.

I well remember another thing in which I ditfered from
the honorable senator from Mississippi. However much
I inay defer to his intelligence, wisdom, stales/num/iip, and
patriotism, yet I have been unfortunate in dissenting from
various schemes of Ins. I was directly opposed to the
Southern Address. 1 did not sign that address. My col¬
league [Mr. Rusk] did not sign it. I believe we were the
only southern senators who uul not sign that address. I
believed that that address was fraught with mischief; and
when I saw the consequent action that grew out of it.
when 1 saw the Mississippi convention and the Nashville
convention.1 became more satisfied with my own course
in not signing it. I did not denounce those gentlemen
who did sigu it) but f wish to show that f have been
consistent throughout in reference to the Compromise and
to the rights of the South. 1 have been unwilling lo sac¬
rifice those rights. My associations and all my interests
are in the South. If 1 do not own millions of broad acres,
all that I do own is in the South ; yet 1 am not going to
insist upon requisitions that 1 do not deem right; nor am
I going to follow fantasies for legislative direction by
which the country cannot be benefited, lam sent here
to act in a legislative capacity for my State in matters of
detail, and for the Union on general subjects. 1 have one
director in that: it is the constitution. Wherever that
directs me, there will I go.
Mr. President, I delivered my speech on the subject of

the Compromise on the Mh of February, 1850; and the
resolution of compromise was introduced on the 14th of
February following.six days afterwards ; so that 1 have
not been wholly disconnected from that matter. 1 put it
to the candor of any gentleman, whether I have not been
as zealous and as forward in the support of that
measure as any other member of this body. I occupied
no ct/uivocal position in relation to it, ur the results grow¬
ing out of it. I wish to add no additional plank to that
platform. The honorable gentleman may deem it neces¬

sary to do so. If lie presents himself as the organ of the
party to which I belong, and wishes to ingraft this con¬
dition upon the platform, I, as a member of the demo-
cntic party, unimportant a» I inay be, most solemnly, in
the tacc of the Senate, this assemblage, and the world,
proltU against any lest that has not Us origin in the ac¬

tion of the Democratic National Convention, called for
political purposes. I never will record my vote on the
journals of this Senate lor a resolution that is not con¬
nected with legislation, and is purely jKilitical in its
character. I will not blacken the white paper of the
Senate with it If I distrusted the intelligence of the
American people.ll 1 <Jinirusted their patriotism.I i ni^lil
«'i myself up us a dictator ot opinions, ami instruct
them in what ihey nuK-hl to do. ti.n 1 have no preten¬
sions to the character of a leader. I am willing to fol¬
low , and I have got the broad road before me. 1 have
got ihe platfoim on which we have Mood, and on which
we have acled. I did not eT|«ect an entire concordance
of opinions, or of platforms, hut such as have former¬
ly reconciled those opinions Heretofore gentlemen in
lavor of internal improvements and gentlemen opposed
to them have stood ujion the name platlorm. 1'aritf
and anti-tariff gentlemen hare stood upon the same plat¬
form ; they have supported the great creed of democracy ;
and it you begin to enlarge that idalform we shall have
more trouble hereafter in reconciling other jarung inter¬
ests. It will create additional trouble to the party. I be¬
lieved that the discord which had existed throughout the
country on various subjects.and particularly the conflict
between the North and South.was fast dying away and
would soon be forgotten, uulil some new subject would
furnish excitement to I lis American people, and divert
their ininds from this subject, which had so long agitated
thetn. I thought they had determined to be reconciled.
What was done has had the acquiescence of both politi¬
cal parties. It has been unfortunately so mixed up as to
have had a wet blanket thrown over it; and really at this
tims I had hoped that agitation was about to subside, and
that the old parties would fall into their ranks, and march
on quietly to the attainment ol the objects they thought
moat eligible or judicious, ami I never shall sanction any
measure which is calculate only to distract the paity to

which I belong I will do evet)thing I can, fairly and
justly, conformably to the constitution, to pour oil on the
troubled waters and to quiet them ; but 1 will not intro¬
duce a firebrand I will not attempt to distract the party
by any thing extraneous to th« principles which hare
bound them together. I never will, as long as I live,
seek to become the dictator of a party as to what they
ought to do. If I have any measure relating to the in¬

terests of the parly to introduce, I will submit it to its
members ; and if they think it ought not to he introJuced,
I will be prepared lo hear iheir reasons and if a majority
shall overrule nty own opinions, I will, u|>on conviction,
surrender my impressions to their decision I have never

attached sufficient importance to myself to believe that I
have a right to control the party, or to believe that ine

diction should be their law, or my opinions their guidy.
II I could be induced lor one moment to believe that

the democratic party could derive any bcaefit from the
adoption of this resolution, without prejudice to the gen-
etal weal of the country, I might not oppose it But now

I can see no propriety or utility in it, and therefore I
shall opfiose it.

Is it intended to give effect to the Compromise ? Will
those measures derive any additional forc« from the pass¬
age of this resolution ! Will they lie more binding? I
think not Is it customary to re-enact laws of Congress,
or to endorse them by resolution while they remain upon
the statute-book .' Will not Ihe adoption of this resolu
tion in effect declare that we have not full confidence in

existing laws passed by a lormer Congress? If this res¬

olution is necessary at this time, will not a similar reso¬

lution he necessary at each succeeding Congress, upon
Ihe Compromise and every other important measure that
may be passed ' And will not such a course have a ten¬

dency to produce unpleasant scenes in the halls of legis¬
lation, impair public confidence in our proceedings, and
keep incessant agitation in the community.' If a mi¬

nority are willing tn acquiesce in a measure, and the
country is tending to repose alter the settlement of con¬

troverted questions, so far as they can be settled by the
action of Congress, does it become a magnanimous
majority to open afresh the sorest noints of severe

conflicts that have been allayed, and which the mi¬

nority do not propose to disturb ? And especially, sir,

is it magnanimous in the majority to o|»en these ques¬
tions again, when the very object of their adoption was lo

allay agitation! I voted lor them, each and all, as

peace meature*. As such they have been received by the
country, and millions have rejoiced that these unhappy
controversies had been adjusted. Since these peace meas¬

ures were adopted an entire session of Congress has
passed, and now. at the commencement of a new session

of a new Congress, a resolution is offered which again

opens, and has opened, the aggravating agitation It is
an AuiTATtNO resolution upon a series of peace meas¬

ures, and measures, too, acquiesced in by nearly the
whole country. Where, sir, is Ihe practicability ol this
resolution ' Its friends have not shown it, and cannot
lis evil influences are already apparent as defeating the
very object of the compromise measures; and as a fast
friend of the Adjustment, I cannot consistently vole for it

Why not, air. introduce a resolution here, declaring that
the independent treasury bill shall be a final adjustment
of the questions that arose during its progress through
the two houses of Congress' Some of our political
friends at first omtosed thai measure, but have since sc

quieseed in it if the position of the senator from Mis
sisstppi be correct, we must get up a resolution to " com

mil" senators upon that measure at ihs present time

Why is it not done > Simply because such a course would
be weakness, and worse.it would he ridiculous, but no

more ridiculous than lie resolution now before us I
cannot, Mr PrMrtMt. trifle »ith lavrs in this way It is
not compatible with the dignity of this houorablc body,
or consistent with the well-ei-taDlished principles of legis-
lation in this country Sir, I again say there is no prac¬
ticability in this resolution. It may be adapted to a pecu¬
liar platform in Mississippi; but it is not a suitable plat¬
form for the democratic party of this whole country.1 do not exj>ect to occupy any of the tine of the Senate
by adverting to matters in connexion with in>Bu".
at ttie conclusion of tbe last session of Congress, 1 was at¬
tacked by a then member of the Senate from South Caro¬
lina, in a manner of which I cannot refrain from speak¬
ing. A publication had appealed over my name in a letter
addieseeu to a gentleman, and in which some error bad
accidentally occurred in transcribing. I was attacked as

having charged upon South Carolina certain principles
which were not contained in her constitution. It was nmd
that what was in her constitution was in the constitution
of every other State, and therefore I must have been either
very iguorant of the laws of South Carolina and the other
States, or it was a very useless charge. It has been my
misfortune to be charged with having assailed the State of
South Carolina. Now, once for all, as I have no great
inclination to be speaking in tbe Senate or elsewhere, 1
will place myself right in relation to South Carolina.
Whenever 1 have spoken of that State, I did not allude to
the people, but to her rulers. 1 did not call in question
their patriotism, but their policy. 1 had repeatedly been
attacked by citizens of that Slate. 1 had been denounced
by the illustrious man upon whose memory I would not
cast a slur He i* gone, and with him are buried all the re¬
sentments 1 might ever have felt; but my feelings towards
him were only those which remittal! from wrongs, real or

imaginary, which 1 had suffered. 1 have no enmity with
him, so that I can have no ,.-clings of enmity to grat¬
ify when 1 allude to South Carolina, or to her most
distinguished citizen. When I speak of her I do it with
all deference to her honored senator, [Mr. Hutlkh,]
who sits before me. I do not agree with all her
institutions; and though she is very tenacious in re¬
lation to State rights, of which I am a sincere
lover.for I would die before I would see any of
tbe rights which In 'iig to the Slates wrested from
them.yet it seem me that if South Carolina was us
sensitive with regai her municipal institutions as she
is with regard to her relations with the federal govern¬
ment, she would perhaps find that she had a great deal to
do. In looking over the constitutions of the various States
of the Union, and comparing them with the federal con¬
stitution, 1 have come to the conclusion that South Caro¬
lina is not more liberal in her institutions to her own citi¬
zens than are most of th« oilier States. If the federal
government were to enact a law by Congress, anproved
bv the President, dictating to any State or States that they
should not exercise the fullest latitude of suffrage or fran¬
chise, it would be deemed a flagrant usurpation, and no
Slate would submit to it. Suppose Congress, if it had
the power, were to pass a law saying to Virginia or New
York, or any other State, you shall not permit your citi¬
zens to vole for the electors of l'resident or Vice Presi
dent ; you shall not permit them to vote for the governor
of your State: what would be said in reply to this?
Why, it would be one of the most flagrant outrages by
federal authority that ever were committed upon the rights
of the Stales. It would he a usurpation ol a most atro¬
cious character. Yet South Carolina has never permitted
one of her private citizens to vote for the electors for
President or Vice President, or to vote for the governor of
the State. They know no more who is to be voted for as the
governor, or who is to be vole I for as the Chief Magis¬
trate of the Union, than they know of the interior of
Africa.

1 used tlie term oligarchy towards the legislative boily
of South Carolina, because the constitution of that Stale
is in their power. Such is the rotten borough system of
South Carolina, that forty persons in the lowlands wield
us much political influence as thousands in the uplands.
These were the ob|ections which 1 made to the institu¬
tions of South Carolina. I made no objection to the peo¬
ple of the Stale ; I made it to those whom 1 believed to be
oppressors and usurpers. The people of South Carolina
are a gallant and daring people 'l*iey are as generous,
noble, and warm-hearted a.i the sun under which they
live. I commend them. Hut let us recollect that had the
gallant Palmetto regiment returned from Chapultepec,
where it was commanded by the gallant ami generous
Butler, who, not satisfied with the infliction ol wveie

wounds, rushed on bravely, leading Ins men on to vic¬
tory, till he fell, he would not have had the privilege of
voting for the Chief Magistrate of his Stale, or for elect-

(o; s for the 1'residpnt un<J Vice President of the Union.
Nor, sir, would any one of his gallant follower* 1 say
it is wrong thus to deprive the |>eople of South Carolina
of their privileges , and <1 disunion were to begin there,
no one could blame the highlanders of South Carolina
for drawing a line of demarcation between oppressors and
the oppressed. Hut 1 would be sorry to see discord of
lhat kind arise. And there may be policy in keeping up
agitation against the federal government, for some men
would rather be chief in a village than second in Home;
and it might do very well to create a diversion by loud
complaint* against the federal authorities, to prevent the
people from looking into their domestic affairs

1 have on some occasions not had the good fortune to
act in accordance with the wishes of the honorable sena

tor from South Carolina, [Mr. Btrrutft.] I never have
believed, nor will I ever believe, that one, associated as

he is with such patriotic recollections from the com¬
mencement ol the revolution down to the present day.
that he, in whose reins flows the blood of all the Duller*,
would be wanting in patriotism. I respect his love of
country, though I dissent from him in some of his opin¬
ions.
Mr President, twenty-seven years ago I had the honor

to occupy a seat in the House of Representatives from
the Stale of Tennessee 1 recollect that in the discussion
of the tanfl act ol ls'it, for the first time in my lile I heard
the idea suggested that there might be secession, disunion,
or resistance to the constitutional action of the federal

?;oreriiment When I heard it, I was amazed. 1 could
lardly think it pow-ible lhat a representative of any
portion of the American people would have the fierce te¬

merity to suggwit disunion or reaistsnce to the constitu¬
tional authorities of the land. It produced deep and in¬

tense meditation on my part. I did believe then that an

example ought to be made of it, but there wart no way to
touch it. It wanted some technicalities to make it trea¬

son. 1 have hear t principles ol disunion boldly avowed
in this hall, and have heard senators avow what wan

treason, not technically, but which was not stripped of'
one particle of the moral turpitude of treaaon Disunion
has been proclaimed in this hall What a delightful com-

inentary upon the freedom of our institutions, and the
forbearance of the public mind, when a man is permitted
logo unscathed and unscourged who, in a deliberative
body like this, has made such a declaration. Sir, no

higher assurance can be given of the freedom of our in-
sliiulion* and the forbearance of the American people, and
their reliance ui>on the reason and the intelligence of lbs

community The intelligent mind is left free to combat
error. Such sentiments, with their authors, will descend
to obscurity snd the tomb of oblivion. I have only to

say, in conclusion, that those who proclaim disunion, no

matter of what name j»oliiically.that those who, for the
sake of disunion, conspire against the Union and the
Constitution.are very beautifully described in Holy
Writ. They are " raging waves ol the ten, (naming out
their own shame wandering stars to whom is reserved
the blackness of darkness forever"

Mr. POOTE, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I regret
very much to be compelled to trespass upon the attention
of the Senate ; but all must [terceive that it will be im
possible for me, without relinquishing all sentiments of
self-respect, to permit what has fallen from the honors
ble senator from Texas to go unreplied to Whether the
senator prepared his speech, expecting I should be ab¬
sent, and made the first regular assault on me which he
has even undertaken in this body, under the hope that it

would not be responded to, remains to be decided bv
others I happened to be here, and I intend, so far as I
can, to give him a Roland for an Oliver.
Mr HOUSTON. If the gentleman will |>ermil me, I

would say that I notified him on Saturday that 1 should

oppose this resolution.
Mr FOOTE. The gentleman did, but he gave no

notification that he would make such an attack aa be
has made. I had heard s rumor through town that I
was to receive a drubbing here this moraine, during my
absence, and I remained on that account, i have heard
the gentleman at length, and hare listened to him with
forbearance, without any undue resentment; and I am

very happy that he has given me a legitimate and proper
occasion for commenting, with suitable feeling, not much
st length, and with no mslignity, upon his course in con¬

nexion with the pending question
The gentleman undeitakes to intimate, in the very face

of my solemn declaration to the contrary, (a declaration
which I formally put in writing and read to ihe Sen¬

ate,) by multiplied innuendoes, that I bad introduced this
resolution for some illicit party purpose, and he has

given tlie Senate, on this occasion, the benefit of a

regular patty harangue I deny the imputation made by
him
Mr HOUSTON especially exempted the svnator

from it. ,

Mr FOOTE. The senator did exempt me Irom it, but

.till entangled me in it by insinuation. Hb knows how
j manage these things very w«U The impression which

will no out troui the senator's speech is, that I introduced
Ins lesolution for the pur|>ose ol destroying the harmony
j| the democratic party The gentleman talked about
doctors, and about persons undertaking to enlarge the
arty platform. All that is perfectly understood by some
if us. Is there, anything in this resolution lepuguant to
temociacy If no, democracy is in itself a monstrous
lung la there anything in these compromise measures
:ontrary to the great principle* of the democratic creed
deny it Ah a democrat 1 deny it, and assert that there

« not one single important material feature connected
with thin plan of settlement which is not rn perfect har-
nony with the great fundamental principles of the demo¬
cratic faith. The man who does not understand that
Joes not understand the first elementary principles of the
democratic creej. Why, the democratic party is a Uni^n
party. a party strictly observant of the constitution
l'he Baltimore platfoiin (I am alraid the gentleman has
never read it) nnlnxlies every principle or this plan of
compromise. I took occasion to say the other day that
the democratic party fought out the contest of 184H on the
principle of non-intervention. 1 said elsewhere, iu this
city, in the heaiing of the gentleman, that the great con¬
test of 1843 was fought upon the principle of non-inter¬
vention, which is the principle imbodieu in this plan of
settlement. That principle was not received from the
senator from Texas, but from another and a much higher
source, and was adopted by the whole democratic party
:>f the country. Does this resolution, then, add to the
democratic platform I Hut for the high respect 1 enter-
lain for the senator, I should pronounce this statement a
.lander upon the democratic parly. Wheu the democratic
party becomes a free-soil party.when the members of it
ire permitted to enter into secret intrigues for the pur¬
pose of securing the free-soil votes for the presidential
mil other offices, by avoiding a bold and manly assertion
if the great principles which lie at the very foundation of
the democratic creed of the country, and which are es¬
sential to the prosperity and true power of this great re¬
public.when such schemes can succeed, then indeed
will the gloiy of our democratic Israel depart, and unprin¬
cipled demagogues be enthroned in high places. 1 under¬
stand this matter, and the country ahull understand it.
The gentleman says he defers to the feelings of this

body; lie does not originate anything here; he looks to
outward feeling. It is a curse to this country that there
fire no many members of Congress who are constantly
looking out beyond the body to ascertain what are the in¬
dications of public feeling, not because they respect pub¬
lic feeling mci than other men, but because they are anx¬
ious to bolster up their tottering popularity to oDtain high
office, by trimming their sails to any gale that happens to
be blowing. The aura popularts is the breeze under the
influence of which these gentlemen nail; and they are
eternally looking out to ascertain whether there are any
breakers ahead that may possibly shatter the frail vessel
which contains their hopes of future political advance¬
ment. Therefore, they do not look into their own con¬
sciences for motives of action, and they do not consult
their own understandings. They do not undertake to ex¬
amine the great principles of public expediency, but they
ascertain, if they can, what is popular, or what is likely
to be popular, by looking out of Congress, as the gentle¬
man says, and in that way they expect to obtain, some of
them, high offices. They nave underrated the intelligence
of the people of this country. The people have a little
more understanding than some persons suppose. The
trickery of demagogtiism has already become so familiar
to the intelligent and sagacious people of this country,
that it is no sooner practised in their view than the per¬
former finds hansel! prostrated before an indignant and
outraged constituency.

Sir, 1 hope the day has gone by when any little trick¬
sters, with shallow intellects, utterly dehcieut in all
kuowlcdge of statesmanship, with no moral quality on
the face of God's earth, who would induce any man to
think of them for high station, will be able by sly trick¬
ery and underhanded management to attain high places,
the incumbency of which by such persons must inevitably
inflict permanent, lasting, and ineffaceable disgrace upon
our free institutions. 1 have no respect for demagogues;
1 like sometimes to expose them. I am not doing it now ,

oh, no, I w ould not be so discourteous and unparliament¬
ary ; but I do like sometimes to expose persons of this
class. I do like sometimes, if I may use the expression,
to employ the cudgel of castigation upon such people.
The senator Irom Texas talks about the Senate of the

United States being converted into a political machine
What did he mean by that.' Nothing in the world, of
course, fir talks about the resolution being a flagrant usur¬

pation ujK>n the people's rights. He did not mean anything
disrespectful by that.oh, no. But the gentleman says that
this thing commenced in the democratic caucus, and that
a similar resolution being rejected there, it was vamped
up and reintroduced here for a similar purpose. The
gentleman is willing, as 1 understand him, that the unity
and concord of the democratic party shall not be so far
broken in upon as to prevent the rankest free-soilers from
coming into our midst and exercising efficient influence in
the political contests of the day. I understand what
the gentleman means. He has a very special audience.
[Here the sneaker pointed to Mr Rintoul, wbo was sit¬
ting just behind him ] The signs of the times are very
ominous. I understand tl.etn well enough. There are
some men (of course not in the Senate) who are prepaied
to give their deliberate sanction to corrupt jKililical bar¬
gains, by means of which mean and unprincipled men are
to be elevated to high stations, through the agency of cor¬

rupt intrigue and management, of such a nature as almost
to stamp permanent discredit upon the escutcheon of the
republic. Because some of us say we do not wish to as¬
sociate with such people.because we say we will have
no iHilitical connexion with any man pledged to agitate
against the fugitive-slave law, who calls himself a dem¬
ocrat, but who stands solemnly pledged to a fanatical con¬
stituency to come here and agitate constantly, in opposi¬
tion to tins law.is it to be saiil that we are disturbing the
harmony of tlie democratic party? The gentleman may.
not wish in .i-s ate ili them have saiJ everywhere
in my own Slate, and I say it here, that the man who is

pledged in the North to agitate against the fugitive-slave
lull, and the man in the South who is pledged to agitate
in op|Kisition to any part of this great plan of compromise,
is, in my judgment, no patriot in the first place, and is.
secondly, no democrat I do not charge trie gentleman
with wishing to associate with such persons I do not

say that he has corrupt intentions himself I do Dot say
that he wishes to use certain persons for his own particu¬
lar purposes.that he is willing to discredit the democratic
|«rty, to disgrace it* ancient creed, to pull down its pri¬
meval dignity, in order to have an opportunity of foisting
himself-«s wretched jk»Iitici»l humbug.into the highest
place in this republic. This whole imagination is nau¬

seating.it it disgusting.it is horrifying.
The gentleman quotes Scripture, and says that be.

wishes to judge men by their works, not by their profe.s
sions Ss do I. What are the works of the honorable
gentleman ! I will show him up a little on that score

What are his works, I repeat ? Why, he intimates that
he is the author of the Compromise He says he made a

s|>eech in which he prepared the way for the Compro¬
mise. anil then went off to Texas, leaving other persons
to iwrform the labor of t>erlecting the scheme I can say
with |>erlect truth that the gentleman did nothing to pro¬
mote the passage of any of the measures of compromise,
except the bill granting money to Texas
Mr HOUSTON. I voted for every measure composing

the Compromise

il he chooses, have association

Mr KOO'I K I voted for every measure except the
California bill and the District of Columbia bill. Why
diil that gentleman rote lor the California bill > Waa it
hecauae he wh« more diaposed ts K\mi>aihi/e with Cali¬
fornia than othar senators ' Why did he vote for the
Oregon bill in IS4s, following; the lead of the late illns
trioua senator from Missouri, [Mr. Kkntok >] Humor
esys.1 will not aay it, for it would be unparliamentary .
that the honorable gentleman was then looking out for the
free-aoil rote, and honed to be elected by .means of certain
free-coil support to Ine nreaidency. I know a man, air,
who think* fie haa very high pretenaiona to presidential
honora, who, to my knowledge, for the last four or

fire yeara haa been constantly engaged in tha moat

corrupt and contemptible trickery m order to secure

the higheat advancement known in this country
through the wretched inatrumentality of the frse-soil
rote of the North, notwithstanding he waa a southern
man by birth, and profeaaed to hare feelings such aa be¬
long naturally to aouthern men u|*on the disputed qnea-
tioua nl the tunea Such s man I pronounce to he a trai¬
tor to the South, no matter who he is.I pronoMM a

traitor to all honeat principles, and a contemptible dsma
gogue, wholly unworthy the r apect of thia wdy, aad de-
.erving of expulsion from it, should he ever obtain a

place here Such ia my opinion, and I am responsible
for its expression in erery mode known to honorable
men.

The gentleman aaya he did not sign the Southern Ad-
dreaa No, I ne.ver expected him to do it. 1 knaw thst
the motivea of that senator [pointing to Mr. Rook] were

pure anil upright and every man knows him to be ao.

I know him and I admire him , and he will allow me to
¦ay hope that I have a true affection for htm I say
nothing about the motives of anybody else Tbe sen*

tor did not sign the address No, sir; bat I admit that


